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Programme note

I.S.S Flyover was written in August 2012, when the International Space Station (I.S.S.) was visible in the sky over my home town of 
Manchester, UK. This is not an uncommon occurrence (www.heavens-above.com is a useful tool to help you find when the orbit of the 
I.S.S. passes over), but what was unique about this particular pass was that there would be astronauts carrying out repair work on the 
outside of the station.

The idea that something that seemed to pass so quick in the skies above us juxtaposed with what must have seemed a slow, 
dangerous journey for the astronaut is what lead me to write this piece.

The opening passage is a fast, ostinato driven section; the speed and energy that the I.S.S is perceived from earth. The middle section 
is desolate and sparse; the astronauts looking down on earth as they slowly orbit around the globe, the loneliness of space. The final 
section is a return to the original material – this time with even more momentum and drive, provided by the percussion.

I.S.S. Flyover was commissioned by a Canadian consortium of: the University of Saskatchewan, Brandon University, the University of 
Calgary, Harmonie Laval, Memorial University of Newfoundland, the University of Prince Edward Island, the University of Toronto and 
Anthony Reimer, Calgary, Alberta. The work is dedicated to Darrin Oehlerking who organised the commission consortium.

Performance notes

The most important element of this work is momentum – with a repeated semi-quaver (16th) pattern, it would be very easy to slow – if 
anything it needs to get slightly fast throughout in order to keep momentum.

For balance purposes, performing this work could require an extra player doubling the shaker line – the larger the ensemble, the less 
impact a lone shaker can make.

Vibraphone pedal is ad lib throughout – depending on the acoustic of the performance venue the xylophone may be prominent enough
and a vibraphone without pedal could make the accompaniment sound too percussive.

Cover photo courtesy of NASA
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