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Peter Meechan
et this place

for Wind Orchestra
2019
Duration: ¢11 minutes

Instrumentation

Piccolo, 2 Flutes, Oboe, Bassoon
4 Clarinets, Bass Clarinet
2 Alto Saxophones, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpets, 4 Horns, 2 Trombones, Bass Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba
String Bass
Piano

Percussion (5 players): Bass Drum, Crash Cymbals, Marimba, Suspended Cymbal fiamitar, Timpani, Tom-toms, Vibraphone

Program Note

After receiving the commission from this work from Institut collégial Vincent Massey Collegiate Wind Ensemble and their conductor, Matthew
Abraham, | was in the fortunate position of being able to spend time with&ne‘grodp talking about what music means to them, what it means to
community and society, and also how they currently felt about that curreriacommunity and society both from a personal perspective and a wider
vision.

It became clear that these grade 9 — 12 students had a deep tnderstanding of the environment around them both locally and the world at large, and
the difficulties that surround us all at this time. A sense &f seral's concern for the ecology of the planet was of key concern as was apparent which
seemed to channel through a wider concern at the lasmaf vymari'ty that we see every day in the street, in our city, in our country and in our world.

let this place was written in response to thoseqveryjconcerns, and my anger that we have — in what feels like a very short space of time — descended
in to a world where humanity is no longer a priciity; ¥/here children are separated from their parents at the US border and as refugees, where racism
and hatred have become commonplace, where anti-Semitism has once again reared its ugly head, where gun and knife crime hardly makes the
news such is its frequency, where wesainaw, s citizens of this planet, children to be victims of chemical weapons in Syria, destruction of human life in
Yemen; the list is almost endless.

We seem to have forgotten tfig,many’warnings that history has taught us, and none more so than the words of the plaque situated at Auschwitz-
Birkenau:
“For eve\let this place be a cry of despair and a warning to humanity, where the Nazis murdered about one and a half million men,
woiier;and children, mainly Jews from various countries of Europe.

Augchwitz-Birkenau 1940 — 1945”
The titic\of the woik, let this place, is taken from the plaque and is an invitation for us all to consider those words. The first part of the work “cry” is
boiit avetesence to those that perished at the concentration camps and the sadness we should all feel that the words inscribed have been so easily
foigotte 1.
The second part “despair’ is where we are now; the concerns that were raised by the students, the anger | feel, the distress that we see on a daily
basis. The piece doesn’t end, it merely stops; a challenge to all who play, listen and experience the piece to make a choice about the kind of world we
want to live in - to cry, to despair, or to listen to the “warning to humanity”.

let this place was commissioned by, and dedicated to, Institut collégial Vincent Massey Collegiate Wind Ensemble and their conductor, Matthew
Abraham.

Peter Meechan 2019

© Meechan Music 2019
www.MeechanMusic.com
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Performance notes

e m32 - 58 Trumpet 1 and Euphonium: these measures are optional. The two players may stay offstage, and where a peftoimance
exists with more than one player on a part these optional passages may be played

e m81 - 232 Piano: note that the left hand is played an octave lower than written

e H-1&T-V Piano: piano ostinato only in one hand. The conductor may choose which of the 2 octavessis,bast to omit (based on
quality of piano, acoustic of performance etc.) — the clarity of the piano is more important than whithsoithe 2 octaves the ostinato is
played in

e Percussion: The cymbal part may be shared around the other players allowing a performancs™th *,percussion rather than the
scored 5

© Meechan Music 2019
www.MeechanMusic.com
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part ii: despair
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Ten. Sax.
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