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Instrumentation 
 
Piccolo, 2 Flutes, Oboe, Bassoon 
4 Clarinets, Bass Clarinet 
2 Alto Saxophones, Tenor Saxophone, Baritone Saxophone 
 
4 Trumpets, 4 Horns, 2 Trombones, Bass Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba 
  
String Bass 
 
Piano 
 
Percussion (6 players*):  Bass Drum, Hi-hat, Marimba, Suspended Cymbal, Tom-toms, Vibraphone, Xylophone 
 

* included are optional parts to reduce the number of players if required – see performance notes 

 
 
 
Consortium Members 
 
Anthony Reimer, Calgary, Canada 
Benedictine College – Tom Davoren, Director of Bands 
Brandon University – Wendy Zander McCallum, Conductor, Symphonic Band 
Brooklyn Wind Symphony – Jeff W. Ball, Artistic Director & Conductor 
Dordt University – Onsby C. Rose, Director of Instrumental Studies 
Georgia State University – Robert Ambrose, Director of Bands 
Global Bandroom Podcast – Keith Kelly, Host 
Kansas State University – Frank Tracz, Director of Bands 
University of Kansas – Matthew Smith, Associate Director of Bands 
University of Regina – Brent Ghiglione, Director of Bands 
Winona State University – Melanie Brooks, Director of Bands 
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Program Note 
 
Written during the Covid-19 pandemic, originally as an adaptable chart, Taking the Fifth takes its title from both the primary interval of the work as 
well as from a general British expression that when something is outrageous, remarkable, or the worse of its kind that it "takes the biscuit".  
 
Given that the piece was written during the Covid-19, and that even more unpredictable news that followed every day during the pandemic, it seemed 
an apt title! 
 
Upbeat, occasionally dark, but always with drive and a sense of fun, Taking the Fifth was the piece that got my creative juices flowing again, having 
initially found myself pretty lost for inspiration during the early stages of pandemic.  
 
Taking the Fifth is dedicated to my dear friend, Robert Ambrose. 
 
Peter Meechan 2021 

 
 
Performance Notes 
 

• There are occasionally enharmonic differences between the score and the parts (e.g. Trumpet 3 mm.170-171) to allow for more 
logical spelling in the part as well as a spelling that is more logical for the score 
 

• Percussion: In the original, adaptable, version of the piece there was one untuned percussion part playable be a (very good) 
drummer. This is included with this set as is a part that has the hi-hat and suspended cymbal parts on the same page to allow for a 
single player to play both parts.  
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Taking	the	Fifth
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