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Peter Meechan
Orpheus
(Concerto for Trumpet)
for Trumpet and Brass Band
2014

Duration: c16 minutes

Instrumentation
Solo Trumpet (Doubling Flugelhorn and Piccolo Trumpet/optional Eb Trumpet)

Eb Soprano Cornet, 9 Bb Cornets
Flugelhorn
3 Tenor Horns
2 Baritone Horns
2 Trombones, Bass Trombone
2 Euphoniums
2 Eb Basses, 2 Bb Basses

Percussion (4 players): Bass Drum, Drum Set, Glockenspiel, Marimba, Snare Drum,
Suspended Cymbal, Tom-toms, Tubular Bells, Vibraphone

Programme note
Orpheus was an unusual character in Greek mythology. Instead of the all-conquering battling hero, or an immortal god, he was peaceful, mortal human being who used 
his talent as a musician to enchant his enemies with beautiful music, which led to peaceful victories in battles.

Tragedy strikes when his wife, Eurydice, steps on a viper snake which in turn bites her, injecting its fatal venom.  His cries of anguish and pain at finding his dead wife, 
mixed with his songs of mourning and sorrow, open the work in an extended, unaccompanied cadenza for the soloist.

At her funeral, the gods wept, such was the power of his music, and overcome with grief, they suggested to Orpheus that he should go to the underworld to bargain with 
Hades (the god of the underworld). The remainder of the first movement (Journey to the Underworld) we hear our main protagonist tackle this difficult and dangerous 
journey, having to overcome many creatures and monsters – all done with his enchanting musical skills. 

The second movement, Eurydice, is set in the underworld. There, once more, sweet songs were needed to tame the vicious beasts there, and to soften the heart of 
Hades – who for the only time agreed to allow someone to return to earth. However, Hades placed one condition on this; that Orpheus must walk in front of Eurydice and 
never look back to see her until they had returned to the upper world (earth), or she would disappear forever.

Once he was back on earth, maybe driven by love and desire to see her, or maybe by anxiety that she may not have kept up with him, Orpheus turned round to see his 
wife, forgetting that both of them had to be in the upper world, his actions killing her for a second time.

During the second movement, sweet songs, and even songs of love, are sung, before we hear the tragic death of Eurydice; the movement ending with Orpheus, our 
soloist, being alone, overcome once more with grief.

Orpheus would go on to lead a solitary, miserable, life, and his own death provides the back drop to the final movement (Hypnotic Dance and Finale). Four years after he 
killed Eurydice, in Spring, came the festival to honour the God of Wine, Dionysus (presumably a favourite God of trumpet players!). We hear the woman at the festival 
dancing their hypnotic dances in the third movement, gradually getting more and more drunk. Whilst our hero met his death this particular evening - the drunken, insane 
women beheading him - the work’s conclusion instead gives Orpheus the heroic send-off his ultimately tragic life deserved!

Orpheus is dedicated to Jens Lindemann, an incredible trumpet player, musician and friend (and someone who has, so far, managed to avoid a beheading by drunken 
women). Jens gave the world premiere, accompanied by Middle Tennessee State University Wind Ensemble - conducted by Dr Reed Thomas – on April 10 2014.  
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Solo Trumpet in Bb

Soprano Cornet in Eb

Solo Cornet 1+2 in Bb

Solo Cornet 3+4 in Bb

Repiano Cornet in Bb

2nd Cornet in Bb

3rd Cornet in Bb

Flugelhorn

Solo Horn

1st Horn

2nd Horn

1st Baritone

2nd Baritone

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Bass in Eb

Bass in Bb

Glock/Snare Drum/
Sus Cymb/Tubular Bells/Vibes

Drum Set/Sus Cymb

Bass Drum/Marimba/
Sus Cymb/Vibes

Bass Drum/Glock/
Marimba/Sus Cymb
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    


  
    


   

    


   
   


   

   


 
 

         

 

                               

   
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









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







Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.
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2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Tub. B.

Dr.

Cym.

B. D.

B
36

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

ff

f

f

f

f

f

f

f 

f


f ff

pp cresc. f















































   

 

 

















   

     
6

6 6 6

 

 

     
6

6 6 6

     6

6 6 6

     6

6 6

6

    

        

        

   

   

 

 



















 


Tubular Bells

 
Sus cymb 


           



 Sus cymb



Vibraphone 

 


bass drum



 




       
 
     




       
 
    

 


       
 
      




       
 
     

  
       

 
     

 
       

 
    



                             

 

 

                            

                            

                             

     

                            

                            

 



       

       


       
       


       

        


       
        


       

       


       
      

                

 

       

                               

         

      
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





















Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Cym.

Dr.

Vib.

B. D.

mp

C
39

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

f

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
open sweet

   

 




















    

    
6

  
stright mute







  
stright mute







    
6

    
6

    
6

            

             

             

 
straight mute

 
       


 

   

 
straight mute

 
       


 

   

   

 




















   

   


 

 

   

   

    

         



 
 

 
 


 

   


    


   


    
 

   
 

  

      

  
    


     

    


   

  
    


     

    


   

      

      

      

                        

                          

                          

                       

                       





 

  


    
    

   
    

  
    

 
  





    

       


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
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


















Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Cym.

Dr.

Vib.

B. D.

mf mp cresc.

43

cresc. f
p cresc.

cresc. f p cresc.

cresc. f p cresc.

cresc. f p cresc.

cresc. f p cresc.

cresc. f p cresc.

cresc. f p cresc.

cresc. f p

cresc.
f p cresc. cresc.

pp cresc. f pp

pp cresc. f pp

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
















   

   

  







   





   

   

   
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        

      
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        
          

                  
        

          
       

 
    


     

    


        
  

     
   

     


 
    


     

    


        
 


     

   
     



                       

                         

        

        

                       

               

       

                       
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




















Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Tub. B.

Dr.

B. D.

Mar.

f
mf cresc.

64

mp-f mp-f mp-f mp-f
cresc.

cresc.

pp cresc.

mp-f mp-f mp-f mp-f cresc.

p cresc.

p cresc.cresc.

mf cresc.

mf cresc.

mf cresc.

p cresc.

p cresc.

p cresc.

pp

pp

p cresc.

 
3

  










































  

 





 





 
 


























   







            

            

   

   

            

   

   

   

   


  

  

                 

                 

            
      

        
      

        
      

         
      

 

        
  

    
         

  
    

         
 

     
 

                  

 
    


     

    


     
    


     

    


     
    


     

    


   

 
    


     

    


     
    


     

    


     
    


     

    


   

         

         

         

                       

                        

                       

  

  

                       
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f
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f

f

f
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f

f
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f
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f

f

f

f
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f
mp ff

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




 
3 3 3 3

   
3











open  

3

 









 
open


 



    

 
 




 
 


open

 






 

open

 

  

 

 

 

        3

      
 3

   open



  


      


  
open 

3

  

  

     

  toms          
6 6 6

  
Sus Cymb

 
Marimba

 

      
Bass Drum

                      

            

      
   

       
    

                

      


   
       

        
             

    

 
    


     

    


     
    


             

 
    


     

    


     
    


                 

         

            

           

            

                      
   

                        
   

       


      

            
       

             

      

      

           

       
                                       

                   

                                        
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ff f f ff



 f
f















































     

   




    


     

 
  

 


    










   


   

 

 





   





   Sus cymb





         splash cymb

6 6 6 6 6 6




 
Marimba






                           

 
                 

                         

     
             

                             

                                      

                                 

              
                  

            

               

             

              

                         

                         

             

             

              

                         

            

            

              

          
                                                

                             

    
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ff
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ff
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     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
3

3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3
3


       


 

  
  


       


 

  
  

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        


 

  
  


 

  
  

  
  

  


 

  
  


 

      
Tubular Bells


       

        


 

  
  

                                                    

                                  

  
       

     
       

      
       

  
       

     
       

      
       
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                   

                        
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                                              
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

  

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
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
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  

               

  

  
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                                         

                                         

                                         

                                   

                                   



    




        


  


  


  


        


  


  
  


        


  


  

 

               
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























Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Tub. B.

Dr.

Vib.

Glock.

fff

attacca153

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

ff

mf cresc. ff

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




  


  




 






 

    

     6 6 6

    

    

     6 6

6

   
 6 6

6

   
 6 6 6

    

    


  





    

  






















    

    

    


      


6 6

  




  
Bass Drum  

            

     

 
         

        


        
        


                   

                        

                        

                        

                        

                     

                      

     

 
   




        


        


        


        


                  
   



                            
  



                
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























Solo Flugel in Bb

Soprano Cornet in Eb

Solo Cornet 1+2 in Bb

Solo Cornet 3+4 in Bb

Repiano Cornet in Bb

2nd Cornet in Bb

3rd Cornet in Bb

Flugelhorn

Solo Horn

1st Horn

2nd Horn

1st Baritone

2nd Baritone

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Bass in Eb

Bass in Bb

Glock/Snare Drum/
Sus Cymb/Tubular Bells/Vibes

Drum Set/Sus Cymb

Bass Drum/Marimba/
Sus Cymb/Vibes

Bass Drum/Glock/
Marimba/Sus Cymb

mp espress.

q = c.56
free

pp pp

pp

f pp

f pp pp

f pp pp

f pp

pp

pp

f pp

f pp

f pp

f pp















































    
Flugel




ii: Eurydice

           

           

           

           

    
cup mute



     cup mute

            

     

  
  

            

           

           

        
cup mute

           

     cup mute


open

   
      

     
      


    

      


Tubular Bells

 
 


      

           

           

           

                 
          

     

       

      

        

                  

                

        

   

      

        

        

        

     
   
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























Solo Flg.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Tub. B.

Dr.

Vib.

B. D.

f mf

M N
168

mp

f pp

f pp

f pp p

f pp p

p

f pp p

f pp p

f pp p

f pp mp

f pp p

f pp p

f pp

p

pp cresc.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


,   

3 3 3

            

          
cup mute
1.

            

            

 


        

          

             

          

    
  

     
    

         

            

   
open 


 

     
open

    

  
open

    

      
   

          

     
    

       
 


  

            

          Vibes

         
Sus Cymb
soft sticks



                                     

     

   

   

        

           

                 

           

   

                

            

               

                    

            

        
   

     
   

     

       
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























Solo Flg.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Tub. B.

Dr.

Vib.

Cym.

cresc. f

O
180

pp mf
f

mf p mf f

mp espress. - cresc. mf f

mp espress. - cresc. mf f

cresc. f

cresc. f

cresc. f

mf f

cresc. f

cresc. f

cresc.
f

mp
mf

cresc. f

cresc.
f

mp cresc.

cresc. f

 f




3

       

    
cup mute
1+2

       

   


  

       

       

  

  







      
  








3

     





  
Glockenspiel

 

       



    

                      
        

      
      

      
      

      

         

                

                     

                 
  

      

       

             

        

             

             

            


         

                           

           

           

          

                

          
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























Solo Flg.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Glock.

Dr.

Vib.

Cym.

dim. p mf pp p f

187

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

pp

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

  slow


  

slower


  

start slow + accel to P  

          

         

          

          

          

          

         

         

         

         

         

          

         

         

         

          

         

         

          

          

          

          

                              
      

      
     

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   


   

PMM104 - Orpheus - (v1.2)

32

For p
eru

sal
 on

ly



























Solo Flg.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Glock.

Dr.

Vib.

Cym.

mp ff

rall... ,

pppp

A little slower - broadP Q
197

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

f

rall...
l.v. through comma,

pppp
 f  f  f 

 f 

f

 f  
















































 ,   





 

To Tpt.
  

         

     
open

3

      
open


3 3 3

         

      
open


3

3 3

      open

      
3

      
3

      
3

      
3

     

     

     
open

      open

     
open

     
3

     

     

 
Tubular Bells

 
 

 



Snare Drum

   

    
Sus Cymb

 

     

    
Bass Drum

 


 
      

      
       

          

 
       

      
       

    

                                  

              
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
   


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


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               


                 

                 
      

      
     

       
 

       
  

    
 

 
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 

            

                         

                       
 

                      

                      

          

     

          

          

          

              
      

      
      

      
     

                                     

                                     

                           

                      

                           

                                     
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                   

 



               

               

               

 
      

      
                   

                    

    


 
              

                       

  

         

       
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























Solo Trumpet in Bb/
Piccolo Trumpet

Soprano Cornet in Eb

Solo Cornet 1+2 in Bb

Solo Cornet 3+4 in Bb

Repiano Cornet in Bb

2nd Cornet in Bb

3rd Cornet in Bb

Flugelhorn

Solo Horn

1st Horn

2nd Horn

1st Baritone

2nd Baritone

1st Trombone

2nd Trombone

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Bass in Eb

Bass in Bb

Glock/Snare Drum/
Sus Cymb/Tubular Bells/Vibes

Drum Set/Sus Cymb

Bass Drum/Marimba/
Sus Cymb/Vibes

Bass Drum/Glock/
Marimba/Sus Cymb

e. = c.120 (x = x at all times)

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp



















































          

iii: Hypnotic Dance and Finale

          

  
straight mute

  
straight mute

  
straight mute

  
straight mute

          

   1
straight mute

          

          

          

          

          

  
mute

  
mute

          

          

          

          

          

          

  
Glockenspiel


Drum Set

        

  
Vibes

         
Marimba



                   
               

                     

                           

                            

                    

                         

                         

                      

  

                                   

      

cymbals - use as many as you can
get your hands on (!) for different textures
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























Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Glock.

Dr.

Vib.

Mar.

f espress.

T
231

f

f

f

f

mp f

f

mp f

mp mp f

mp mp f

mp mp f

f

f

mf pp

mp

f

f

f

mf

  
open

       









  
straight mute



       

      
mute

    
mute

    
mute

    
mute





     

       

       

       solo

       

       



     



    

                                                     

                                   

                                 

                                  

                           

                  

                       

     

      

     

   

                          

                          

    

      

                                 

                       

                                                            

                  
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























Solo Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Glock.

Dr.

Vib.

Mar.

ff

U
238

sub. mp f mf f

mp

f f mp

sub. mp f mp

sub. mp f

sub. mp f mp

sub. mp f

mp

f

f

mp

mp

mp

mf

f f espress.

sub. mp cresc. f

sub. mp cresc. f mp

sub. mp
cresc. f

mf

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


     



         


f espress. (with trumpet)

  

  



  



  


straight mute
1.    

       

  
open

     

  
open     

       

     
straight mute
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        

       

 

  

 

 

 

 


open

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

  
open

   

  
open

   

   open    

     

    

    

        

        

      

     



   

                                             

                                       

                                   

                                     

                                 

                             

                                



                   

                 

           

            

                                            

                                            

              

              
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  




 
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
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  






                               

     

     
     

       

  

         

 
 
        

                                           
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p mp

p mp

p mp
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p mp

p mf

p mf

p mf
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mp f

mf pp
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f
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p f

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

    

    

    

    

    

    

       

     
mute



     
mute



      mute 

      mute 

       

       

       

       

       

      solo 

     

       



    



      
Bass Drum

                                                                

                 

              

             

           

             

            

     

    

   

 

       

       
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        
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  

  

  

  

  

 



 


 



  

  

   

    


 

 


    

     

     


    

     

     


   

    

  

   

  

  

    





  fill (in 16ths)

    

 
  


                               

        

   
                    

  
                    

       

             

              

      

      

      

      

            

            

         

  
       

             

           

      

                 
      

              

            

            
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























Solo Picc. Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Glock.

Dr.

Vib.

Mar.

rall
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ff ff

ff ff

ff ff

ff ff

ff ff

ff ff

ff

   

   





   

      

      













      

      



  













                 

                 

             

             

                       

                       

                       

                       

     
               

 

     
               

 

               

               

         

     
 

              

           

                

           
                             

                            
                

                             

                             

PMM104 - Orpheus - (v1.2)

53

For p
eru

sal
 on

ly



























Solo Picc. Tpt.

Sop. Cnt.

S. Cor. 1+2

S. Cor. 3+4

Rep. Cor.

2nd Cor.

3rd Cor.

Flug.

S. Hn.

1st Hn.

2nd Hn.

1st Bar.

2nd Bar.

1st Tbn.

2nd Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Bass

Bass

Glock.

Dr.

Vib.

Mar.

ff

A tempo rall.
FF

328

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

f cresc. ff

ff

 ff

 ff

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


free - very broad    


      


      


      

      


       


     



        

        

        

        

        

        


      

       

      



      

      


      


        




 



 fill (with soloist)    

free fill 

       
Sus Cymb




  
   

Bass Drum



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