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Episodes and Echoes
Concerto for Tuba and Brass Band

2005

Duration: c12 minutes

Instrumentation

Solo Tuba

Brass Band
Soprano cornet, 4 solo cornets, repiano cornet, 2 2nd cornets, 2 3rd cornets
Flugel horn, 3 tenor horns, 2 baritone horns
2 trombones, bass trombone
2 euphoniums, 2 Eb basses, 2 Bb basses
Percussion (2 players) – Cymbal, Timpani, Vibraphone, Xylophone

Programme note

Episodes and Echoes is a concerto in three movements for tuba. The title of the work relates directly to the way the 
composer approached writing the piece.

"Although the work is scored with piano and wind band accompaniments, Episodes and Echoes was originally written 
for tuba and brass band. I had several problems to overcome - the brass band contains 4 tubas, and 2 euphoniums, all 
of which could obscure the solo line, so I decided to write for the soloist in a manner that meant they were either playing 
alone, in episodes, or repeating/echoing phrases." 

In addition to this, the composer combined the characteristics of the tuba with other instruments: in the second 
movement the tuba is similar to a singer performing an aria and a recitative, and third movement a bass guitar.

The soloist is free to improvise their own cadenza.

Episodes and Echoes was commissioned by, and dedicated to, Les Neish who premiered the work in 2005, 
accompanied by the Beaumaris Brass Band, conducted by Gwyn Evans.
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